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COURSE OBJECTIVES

• Risks

• Laws & Rules

• Operation

• Case Studies





SWIMMING POOL LOSSES AND CLAIMS

Dollars and Sense



JURY AWARDS

Jury awards $12.3 million to family of girl who drowned – Largest in Waterbury history.

Drowning victim's family awarded $16.3 Million in damages; one of the largest-ever judgments

in a drowning case.

$650,000 - Premises Liability - Injuries to a woman's leg resulting from slipping on a pool deck.





LAWS AND REGULATIONS



PRIMARY BUILDING CODES

• International Building Code

• Chapter 31 – Special Construction

• ANSI/APSP – 1 American National Standard for Public Swimming Pools

• ANSI/APSP – 2 American National Standard for Public Spas

• ANSI/APSP – 7 and 16:  Suction Fittings and Entrapment

• International Swimming Pool and Spa Code 

• Incorporates the 3 ANSI codes above into one standard

• Local Health Departments (Usually the most stringent)



STRICT LOCAL CODES

63 PAGES OF RULES 34 PAGES OF RULES



NOT TO BE OVERLOOKED

• National Electrical Code

• International Fuel Gas Code

• International Fire Code

• International Mechanical Code

• International Plumbing Code



ACCESS CONTROL



FENCES

• 2012 IBC and ISPSC:  

• Fence shall be 4 feet high (measured from the side away from the 

pool)

• No passage of a 4-inch sphere

• No more than 2-inches between the bottom and the un-paved 

ground

• Clear zone of 36-inches around the exterior of the barrier

• Self-Closing, Self-Latching Gate

• No opening greater than ½” within 18-inches of the latch

• Local Codes often govern:

• Texas Class A or B pools require 6 feet high.

• Nevada requires 5-feet high.



SIGNS





DECK AREAS

• Non-Slip

• Unobstructed

• 5 feet of clear space all 

around the pool

• Cleanable

• Drainage:

• Standing water “not 

deeper than 1/8-inch 20 

minutes after the 

cessation of the addition 

of water to the deck”



STEPS AND LADDERS

• Steps: Rise and Run
• 12-inch Maximum Rise
• 10-inch Minimum Run

• Ladders:
• Two Handrails Required
• Uniform Distance Between Treads: Not Less Than 78-inches, Not More 

than 12-inches.

CERTIFIED OPERATORS

• Public Pools must be supervised by an operator that is certified through a 
recognized program approved by the local jurisdiction.

• NRPA – Certified Aquatic Facility Operator.
• NSPF – Certified Pool Operator



PAPERWORK, PAPERWORK, PAPERWORK!

• Written records of “…all information pertinent to the operation, 
maintenance, and sanitation of each pool facility”

• “These records must include disinfectant residual in the pool water, pH and 
temperature of the pool water, pool circulation rate, quantities of chemicals 
and filter aid used, filter head loss, filter washing schedule, cleaning and 
disinfecting schedule for pool decks and dressing rooms, occurrences of fecal 
release into the pool water or onto the pool deck, bather load, and other 
information required by the local health department. The pool operator 
must keep the records at the facility, for at least two operating seasons.”



The public pool owner, in consultation with the qualified operator designated in

accordance with 392-302-29(1), shall develop an operation, maintenance and

sanitation plan for the pool that will assure that the pool water meets the

sanitation and quality standards set forth in this rule. The plan shall be in

writing and available for inspection by the local health department. At a

minimum the plan shall include the frequency of measurements of pool

disinfectant residuals, pH and pool water temperature that will be taken. The

plan shall also specify who is responsible to take and record the

measurements.



POOL RECORDS



Minimum of Two 

Drains, or an 

approved Suction 

limiting device

Tested, certified, 

approved drain 

cover

VGB ACT REQUIREMENTS



CERTIFICATES ARE REQUIRED



PATRON RESPONSIBILITIES

ASTM F2376: Standard Practice for Classification, Design, 

Manufacture, Construction, and Operation of Water Slide 

Systems refers to Standard F770 for Patron Responsibilities.

ASTM F770: Standard Practice for Ownership, Operation, 

Maintenance, and Inspection of Amusement Rides and Devices.

 There are inherent risks which the patron accepts by participating.

 Duty to exercise good judgment and act in a responsible manner.

 Obey all written and oral warnings.

 Not participate when under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

 Properly use all ride or device safety equipment provided.



A POOL IS NOT ENOUGH

• Waterslides
• Play Structures

• Lazy Rivers
• Splash Pads



Lifeguards

• Historically have not been required at Hotel swimming pools.

• Many jurisdictions now require them if a diving board or slide is present.

• Training:  Initial Certification, Facility Specific, Ongoing.  RECORD KEEPING!



Case Study #1
Waterslide Injury in Orlando, FL







SPLASH ZONE



Case Study #2
Hotel Swimming Pool Drowning in Dallas, Texas





Case Study #3
Drowning at a Swimming Pool in Denver, CO (VGB 

investigation with SCUBA)



Case Study #4
Slip and Fall at a Pool in Virginia Beach


