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Goals
• Brief History of Marijuana Legalization 

• Implications for Hospitality Industry

• Marijuana Tourism

• Public vs. Private Consumption

• Best Practices 

• Emerging Issues



2016 Election Results
After the 2016 
General Election, 7 
states voted to 
legalize marijuana 
either for medical 
or recreational 
purposes.



Legalized Marijuana Landscape
• 8 states have legalized 

marijuana for recreational 
use.

• 63 million people  (20% of 
the U.S. population) live 
in one of these adult-use 
states.



Marijuana Tourism
A niche hospitality industry trend, known 
as marijuana tourism or “cannatourism,” 
has developed as consuming marijuana 
for recreational purposes has become a 
significant motivating factor to visit states 
that have legalized adult-use cannabis. 

“[W]e are on the brink of a major new travel
movement . . . Get ready for the era of marijuana—
and marijuana tourism.”

– Arthur Frommer



The Question of Public vs. Private Use



Public Use of Marijuana



Clean Indoor Air Acts
• Typical law prohibits indoor smoking

• Definition of “smoking” or “vaping” as applied to 
marijuana

• Exemptions (designated smoking rooms in 
hotels/motels, private clubs, casinos)



Alternative Methods Of Consumption



Best Practices
• Ensure policies for marijuana-friendly accommodations are in compliance 

with applicable laws, regulations, and ordinances
• Communicate new policies to staff and advertise these policies to guests
• Educate staff to provide recommendations to guests about the local cannabis 

marketplace and industry



Additional Considerations

Delivery Services Labor & Employment Law Dram Shop Liability



Thank you! 
Questions?

Jason S. Cetel, Esq.

GrayRobinson, P.A.

Phone: 813-273-5012

jason.cetel@gray-robinson.com


